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SWAMP SPOTLIGHT ON: RAJUN’ 
CAJUN' RICH MARGOPOULOS! 


Last issue, I promised you an interview with our 
superstar writer, Rich fo, without 
further adieu, 5 
RIOR: Grestings! 


80077: Hey Rich, how's *by-you"? 

RICH: Ugh) That's terrible! 

BOOTE: Trus, but I'm just getting even for some of 
the bad jokes you've subjected me to over the pass 
five issues. But let's фей down to business. When 
you were first contacted by Archie Comics, what 
aspect of this dynamic adventure concept inspired 
you to take on this new writing assignmant? 
RICH: Well, in the past, I had worked on a lot of 
licensed characters and material for vene 
panies including children's story books, 

books, and activity books. I've always enjoyed 
working on licensed characters because in my ех- 
periencas, the company owning the property ål- 
lowed me a lot of creative freedom $0 develop oiar- 
acters that had little or no literary development. Ав 
you explained in your “Editorials From The 
Swamp!" last issue, I was given the opportunity to 
use my creativity to “flash out" and fully develop 
some interesting basic concepts provided by 
Konami without my being locked into a specific 
story scenario. Konami called Bayou Billy the “ra: 
jun’ cajun", but they and Archie Comics gave me 
the freedom to make him å bounty hunter, design 


his origin, and more. 

SCOTE: What type of research did you do before 
writing the series? | 

RICH: I'm ₪ big fan of action movies, It's no} sur- 
prising that the morie industry has discovered that 
the mysterious bayou in New Orleans makes а 
great setting for these types of films. T was з big fan 
of the "Big Каву" and "No Mercy", both of which 
were of course aet In New Orleans, and which oar- 
tainly gave me å lót of inspiration. For research, I 
used the good ol’ fashioned public library and son: 
tacted the New Orleans chamber of commerce for 
additional info’. They informed me that Choctaw 
Indians were native to the area (hence my 1088 to 
make Tracker half Choctaw), as wall as giving me 
insights to local slang. For example, down in the 
bayou, thay don't say oray fish, they say “craw 
fish". Boy, that really sticks in my crawl 

SCOTT: Малі And you complained about my joxes! 
On a serious note, what inspired you to write Bil- 
ly's thoughts in “voice over” captions? 

RICH: Basically, “voice over" captions ate по“ 
overly used in comics, and I thought they would be 
a good way to help the zeadar gat to know Billy, 
When a reader із арів бо sharma litarary character's 
inermost thoughts, he is quickly able to identify 
with and appreciate that character's trials and 
tribulations. 


SCOTT: Did you pattern any of the series charac- 


-tars personalities or appsaraness after real life 


people. euch ва friends, relatives, celebrities, or 


yourself? 
RICH: No not really. Basically I designed Billy and 
his bounty hunting compadres ag people who don't 
really take themselves seriously. Sometimes peo- 
Ще who become more involved in "who" they are, 
thatis, people who are impressed with themselves, 
become so self centered that they don't realize 
What they're missing in life. I wanted Billy and his 
buddies not to be impressed with themselves, but 
ta realize the severity of the dangerous situations 
юю ко constantly placed in. Am I making any 
ляе 
SCOTT: Weil ..Uhh...Gee, І think so. Cimon Bich! 
isn't Bayou Billy similar to you in any way? 
TORT CUN MEM one -they det the job 
one! 
80012: Uhh...yoah, right] "Next question tima"! 
When you were originally designing the series, 
how did you decide what special abilities you were 
going to give Billy's pala Tracker, Sureshot, and 
Broadside? 


RICH: Basically, the abilities I came up with ware 
abilities that many people who live in the bayou 
already have, As I mentioned before, Choctaw Indi- 
ans are native to that area, Indians have long basn 
revered for their tracking abilities; henos my inspi- 
ration for Tracker. Also, there ате quita å few рво- 
pie whotrapgame as wall ae huntin that partot the 
country; hence my inspiration for Broadside and 
Sureshot, Obviously, I amplified rarybady'sabili- 
ties to give them slightly larger than Ше heroic 
qualities, 

Besides Billy, who's your favorite charac‏ : הארש 


RICH: Hmm...that's а tough one. I'd have to say 
Swamp Gas Charis. He's such an unusual charao- 
ter, and that makes him real fun to write. What can 
I say, other than that "Swamp Gas" جا‎ a real fun 
oddball. 

SCOTT; Takes one to know one! 

RICH: Thanks a lotl 

SCOTT: Don't mention it! Speaking of villains, what 
was your inspiration for some of the imaginative 
concapts you developed for Billy's adversarice? 
RICH: As you once again explained last issue in 
your “Editorials From The Swamp!", most of Bil- 
ly's opponents had seen little or no character devel- 
opment. In most cases! was simply presented with 
a name. I docidsd 40 make things interesting by 
developing characters whose premise was the ex- 
act opposite of their names. For example, Hurri- 
cane Hank became an assonist, but his name still 
worked because whenever Hank created å major 
fire, it would take a “Hurricane” to put it out! 
When it came to Blackie Blue, I thought his name 


was so funny and comical, I just had to do she 
opposite and make him в dark creature of the 


night, 
80015; One final question. Last issue you treated 
ihe fans to å stary of extrema tragedy, one that I 
seriously doubt lefta "dry ape in the house." We all 
witnessed the wonderful marriage of Billy io 
Lauris, and Laurie's tragic demise. What was your 
motivation forintroducing this heart rendering as 
рил саит UA a Ix 
9 
RICH; To stars with, there are essentially very "єм 
married heroes in comics. Most heroes are fairiy 
young, just beginning their lives, not really estab- 
1впей, and haven't had a chance to settle down 
with a wife and kids. I wanted to make use of this 
plot 067106 to show the reader that Billy was 80 
much more than just a wise-eracxing, fun loving, 
good natured hero. Here was a man who had al- 
ready begun his Ше. Ha had a beautiful new bride, 
and ver karer He had å new 
career he was thrilled with, his family was 
"expanding" aga baby was onthe way; beeven had 
anew house. was wonderful, andinen 
instant, it was all taken away. This scenario cer- 
tainly put the Gordons In the spotlight, and pro- 
vided the bast season for Billy to be their relentless 
pursuer. But it accomplished something more im- 
portant. It gave Billy extreme character "depth", 
Every time Billy smiles, cracks a joke, or looks 
tendarly In Annabel's ayes, we the reader, know 
thai something 15 thare. A powerfully motivating, 
albeit tragic force, that transformed å man’s soul. 
Whatever William Jackson West was before 
Laurie's death, has been irrevocably changed. 
Now, every time the reader thrills to the advantuses 
of Bayou Billy, they'll know that there’s more tà 
this man than meets the eys, He's not just another 
tough guy with 5 couple of good lines. 
SCOTT: Well, I certainly learned å few things today. 
I поре our readers did too. Before we sign off, is 
there anything else you'd like 50 talk about? 
RICH: Glad you asked! Did I evar tel! you tha story 
of how I single handedly stopped invading forces 
from Mars, while balancing atop a burning heli- 
copter, sating a віх foot hero sandwich, and... 
SCOTT: Uhh, „Фев Rich, gotta go! Just remembered 
a dentist appointment І made last year! C'mon 
Rich! Anything important you want to say to the 
readers before we and this interview? 
RICH: Yes! Keep on buyin' Bayou! Bye-Bye! 
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 20: 
зсотт РОТОР, EDITOR 
SWAMY SAYIN'S 
6/0 AUCHIE COMIC PUBLICATIONS INC. 
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HEY, CANS IT'S THE OFFICIAL 
TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES" 
COMIC BOOK,BASED ON TUE 
я NEW LIVE ACTION TURTLES MOVIE / 
CAPTURE ALL THE ADVENTURE OF 
THE MOVIE WHEN YOU ORDER THIS 
| SPECIAL COLLECTOR'S EDITION 


COMIC BOOK 


Turtles Movie Comic Book Offer 
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Travel with Jughead апа 
the" Time Police) as they 566% out 
Time criminals determined to Change 
the world/ Join Jug as ће spans the 
ages from the distant Past, tothe 
far flung future, when you subscribe 
| A this timely New Comic Book series 4 Гак 
PLEASE ENCLOSE 52.00 FOR THE NEXT 3 ISSUES! 
YOU'LL RECEIVE THEM AS THEY ARE PUBLISHED. | 
ТОП SAVE 51.00 OFF THE NEWSSTAND PRICE! 
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Dear Swamp Sayin's, 
I just wrote to say how much I like your 
comic. Please have more of Swamp Gas 
“AHHH” Charlie and make this the best 


Bayou book by making this comic 
monthly! Please! Please! Please! 
Bob Lipski 
Minneapolis, Mn. 


«Best Bayou Book”—Gee, sounds like 
a phrase I ought to "coin "| Seriously 
though Bob, I'm glad you're enjoying 
our “swamp stompin'” action. 
Hopefully, last issue s story satisfied — 
your appetite (at least temporarily) for 
more adventures with Swamp Gas 
Charlie. You did buy issue #4, didn't 
you Bob? Bob?! 


Dear Billy, 
| started reading Bayou Billy comics 
_ about a month ago and must tell you | 
' really enjoy them. | recently bought issue 
42 and would like to ask you a couple of 
things. First of all, what happened to 
Hurricane Hank? Did he live or die? Will 
Billy ever find Papa Jambo again? 
Hopefully ГИ find out in an upcoming 
issue. In the meantime, l'd love to see 8 
massive war with Billy and the gang 
wasting the Gordons. I've got just one 
more small question: If Billy buys a 
house, is it going to be by the swamp? 
Well, I didn't write just to ask questions, 
but to let you know that Bayou Billy is my 
favorite comic. Well, enough from me now. 
Adam Harris 
Lake Oswego, OR 


Hey, Adam! Happy to hear you're 
enjoying the adventures of America's 
favorite rajun' cajun’! If you read issue 
43, you know by now that Billy's new 
house is most definitely situated In the 
swamp—so deep in the swamp that 
most people can't find it! Last issue, 
Billy discovered that Hurricane Hank 
was partiy responsible for his wife's 
death. You can bet your “bayou boots” 
Billy will be doing everything in his 


power 
Hurricane. Finally, if you've read this 


Dear Archie Comics, 


AVENUE 
MAMARONECK, NY 10543 
to discover the fate of ol’ 


issue (you're not one of those fans who 
reads the letter's first, are you?!) 
you've witnessed the retum of 

Jambo, as we slowly, but surely, reveal 
more of Billy's origin. 


Dear Bayou Billy, 
| loved "Bayou Billy" Νο. 3. The fight 
between Blackie Blue and Swamp Gas 
Charlie was the best. But one question: 
is Blackie Blue's crime partner the one 
and only Joker? 
In hope for the next comic, 
Kris "The" Reisy 


Sorry Kris, but the Joker's dead. Now 
there's only... Blackie Blue! 


I've just read Bayou Billy #3, and it is 
awesome! I think Blackie Blue will be a 
formidable enemy for Billy in the future. 
And what's with this “AHHH” Swamp 
Gas Charlie Gaskill? | think the Gordons 
hired him to kill Laurie. That’s why he 
keeps escaping. But that’s just my 
opinion. | can't wait to see what Billy’s 
Quest will be about! 


Keep it up 
Daniel Metvin 
Columbus, OH 


Good try Dan, but no cigar! As we 
discovered last issue, Hurricane Hank з 
the guilty perty. You’re in good 
company though, because Billy had 
the same wrong guess as you. Hmm... 
you think like Bayou Billy... you like his 
adventures...maybe you could be his 
new partner?! Ask your foiks before you 
ל‎ through the swamps, 


Keep sending In those cards and 
letters! Don't forget to write and let us 
know how you liked this issue and our 
new villain sensation...the BLACK 
GATOR! 
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If you think things are 

tough now, wait till you 
get hit upside the head 
by Ultra's Kings of the 
Beach Professional Beach 
Volleyball" for Nintendo: 
< Up to 4 players can 
compete in this slam-fest, 
complete with spikes, digs, jump 
serves and a mighty Kong block 
that'll bury you in the sand. 

But that's just the half of it! 

Because Ultra Is also shipping 
you off to the South Pacific for 
some brutal combat in Silent 
Service” the superrealistic 
World War | submarine 
simulation loaded with 
torpedoes and depth 
charges. 

Either way, Ultra will 
have you fighting for alr. 
And only the strong . _ 

will survive. || (| 
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